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Chapter 15 – The Legacy of World War II  

A.) Human Cost  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

B.) The Nuremberg Trials 

 Nazi atrocities during WW2 which culminated with the 

Holocaust. 

 The Allies put Nazi leaders on trial for “crimes against 

humanity” in Nuremberg, Germany 

 Nazis claimed they were ―only following orders‖. Over a 

dozen were found guilty and executed for war crimes.  

 Trials established that individuals are responsible if they 

commit atrocities, even during war! 
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C.) The Occupation of Japan  

 General Douglas MacArthur, who led the Allied forces in the Pacific was given the task of 

rebuilding and reforming post war Japan  

 Under Gen. MacArthur, Japan’s oversea empire was taken away. 

 Military leaders were tried and punished for their actions in the war.  

 Japan renounced its aggressive policies and was forbidden from having a large army or navy.  

 A new constitution made Japan a democracy in 1947.  
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Chapter 16 – The Cold War in Europe Begins 

A.) The Roots of the Cold War 

 The end of WW2 left the US & Soviet Union as two 

superpowers in command of the world. 

 The US had tremendous economic power and the 

atomic bomb 

 The Soviet Union had the world’s largest army which 

occupied most of Eastern Europe 

 Allies during WW2 became enemies for almost the 

next 50 years!  

B.)  The Yalta & Potsdam Conferences 

 Early 1945, prior to the end of WW2, Roosevelt, Churchill (UK) & Stalin (USSR) met at Yalta, 

Ukraine to plan for the reorganization of Europe after the defeat of Hitler.  

 They agreed to form the United Nations & to divide Germany in 4 separate occupied zones.  

 They also agreed to create democratic governments and to allow free elections in the countries 

they liberate from Nazi control.  

 After the Nazi were defeated, Stalin at the Potsdam Conference revealed he had changed his mind 

about Eastern Europe.  

 The United Nations also established the Nuremberg Trials at the Potsdam Conference.  
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C) The Cold War Begins 

 When Stalin refused to allow free elections in Poland and 

Truman refused to share the secretes of the atomic bomb, the 

Cold War began  

 Instead of withdrawing, the Soviet army continued to occupy 

Eastern Europe 

 Stalin put Communist puppet governments in power in all of 

Eastern Europe. 

 Prime Minister Winston Churchill stated it was as if an ―Iron 

Curtain‖ had been pulled across Europe.  

 Contact between Soviet Eastern Bloc and Free West was very 

limited during the next 40 years!  
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D.) The Policy of Containment in Europe 

 American leaders responded to the Soviet control of Eastern Europe by developing the policy of 

containment – do not attempt to overturn Communism where it is, but prevent it from spreading 

anywhere else in Europe.  

 Truman Doctrine – Beginning of America’s containment policy.  Economic aid would be given 

to the nations of Western Europe to rebuild their economies and hold of Communism.  

 Marshall Plan – expanded upon the Truman Doctrine and promised aid and military support to 

nations struggling to hold of Communist threats.  
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E.) The Division of Germany & the Berlin Airlift -1948 

 1948 – The French, British and Americans decided to merge their occupation zones into a single 

West German state.  

 Soviets responded to this announcement by blockading West Berlin, closing all highway and 

railroad links to the West.  

 The Allies refused to abandon West Berlin and organized a massive airlift to feed and supply the 

city.  
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F.) The Formation of NATO & the Warsaw Pact 

 The US, Canada and 10 Western European nations formed NATO in 1949. 

 Each NATO member pledged to defend every other member if attacked by any communist threat. 

 Through NATO, the US extended its nuclear protection to Western Europe. 

 The Soviets responded in 1955 by creating their own alliance system known as the Warsaw Pact. 
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Chapter 17 – Communism in Asia 

A.) China Falls to Communism 

 In 1949, the Communist forces, led by Mao Zedong, defeated the nationalist government in a 

brutal civil war.  

 Mao proceeded to create the world’s largest Communist state.  

 President Truman refused to recognize the Communist government in China and instead 

supported the nationalist government in exile in Taiwan.  

 Using its veto power the US refused to allow Mao’s China to join the United Nations.  
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B.) The Korean War 1950 – 1953 

 After WW2, Korea had been divided into 2 zones: in North Korea, the Soviets established a 

Communist government led by Kim Il Sung, while South Korea elected a non-communist 

government.  

 In 1950, Kim Il Sung launched an invasion of South Korea to reunify the peninsula under the 

banner of Communism.  

 President Truman saw this Communist aggression as a threat to the US and ordered troops to 

South Korea to resist the invasion. General MacArthur was given initial command of military 

operations.  

 Truman-MacArthur Controversy – Gen MacArthur was able to drive the communist forces out 

of the south and launched an invasion of North Korea. China entered into the war on the side of 

North Korea. Gen. MacArthur wanted to not only crush North Korea but overthrow the 

communist forces in China by using atomic weapons. When Truman refused, Gen MacArthur 

criticized him publicly. Truman fired MacArthur, successfully asserting civilian control over the 

military.  

 1952 – Dwight D. Eisenhower elected President after pledging he would end the war in Korea.  

 1953 – An armistice was signed that left Korea divided almost exactly as it was in 1950.  
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Chapter 18 – The Cold War Heats Up  

 

A.) Soviets Develop the Atomic Bomb 

 1949 – The Soviet Union had developed its own atomic bomb, starting a nuclear arms race. 

 1952 – The US escalates the conflict by developing and testing out the hydrogen bomb, vastly 

more powerful that the atomic bomb.  

 1953 – The Soviet Union develops its own hydrogen bomb, showing that the technology gap 

between the US & Soviet Union was shrinking.  
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B.) Massive Retaliation  

 Nuclear weapons were in the eyes of the US and Soviet Union viewed as a deterrent.  

 Both nations knew that if one of them launched their nuclear arsenal the other side would as well, 

resulting in the destruction of both sides.  

 American leaders soon realized that in most situations nuclear weapons could not be justified.  
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C.) The Space Race  

 In 1957 the Soviet Union launched the first man made satellite, Sputnik, into orbit.  

 To the U.S. gov’t it was clear they were developing the ability to launch long range missiles that 

could strike the continental states.  

 America public reacted with concern and fear of a now possible Soviet attack.  

 1958 the United States launched its own satellite into space and the ―Space Race‖ began.  

 1960 – President Kennedy pledges that the US will reach the moon within the decade! 

 1969 – The U.S. lands on the moon, winning the Space Race.  
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D.) Effects of the Cold War on U.S. Security 

 With the spread of Communism throughout Europe & Asia, American became concerned that 

communism might have infiltrated the country.  

 1947 – President Truman established the Loyalty Review Board to investigate ―un-American‖ 

acts. 

 Congress conducted its own loyalty checks through the House Un-American Committee. 

 1950 – The Rosenberg Trials – Julius & Ethel Rosenberg were indicted for selling secret 

information about the atomic bomb to the Soviet Union. They were executed for treason, even 

though Americans had doubts of their guilt.  

 1950 - McCarthy Hearings – Senator Joseph McCarthy (R-Wi) shocked nation by claiming to 

know the names of Communists who had infiltrated the government & army. McCarthy 

eventually lost credibility when he could produce no evidence to his accusations. His rhetoric 

created fear amongst many Americans that their neighbor could be their enemy. 

 McCarthyism – making wild accusations without proof. McCarthyism showed the extent of 

anxiety caused by the Cold War.   
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Chapter 19 – The Civil Rights Movement  

A.) Origin of the Civil Rights Movement 

 Returning African-American WW2 veterans believed that after their 

sacrifice they would be treated as equals when they returned 

home…..unfortunately this was far from what they experienced. 

 1947 – Jackie Robinson became the 1
st
 African-American to break the 

color barrier and play in the major leagues.  

 1948 – President Truman signed an executive order to desegregate the 

military and end racial discrimination in the hiring practices of the federal 

government.   

B.) Brown v. Board of Education 

 Background – in Plessy v. Ferguson, The Supreme Court had upheld the constitutionality of 

segregation ruling ―separate but equal‖ was legal under the 14
th
 Amendment.  

 NAACP lawyers began challenging this doctrine and in 1953 appealed a Kansas state ruling 

where an African-American child had been denied access to a white school in her neighborhood.  

 The Decision – Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote the unanimous decision. ―Separate but equal has 

no place in the field of public education. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal‖. 

The Court ruled that segregation should be ended ―with all due deliberate speed‖. It took years 

however, before it was fully carried out.  
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Chapter 20 – The Post-War Presidents: Eisenhower, Kennedy & Johnson 

A.) The Eisenhower Years – 1953-1960 

 The Eisenhower Presidency was marked by a period of recovery and economic growth as well as 

conformity. 

 Eisenhower Doctrine – speech given by the president in response to the growing influence of the 

Soviet Union in the Middle East. Wanted the US to become an influence in the region now that 

France and Britain were gone.   

 Little Rock, Arkansas – President Eisenhower ordered troops to protect and ensure that African-

American students could attend the school.  

 American involvement in the Vietnam conflict begins under President Eisenhower. 

Domestic Developments during Eisenhower Administration 

Housing Boom Prosperity Conformity 

Baby Boom – period of time in 

US history in which birth rates 

were extremely high.  

 
This boom along with the G.I. 

Bill which helped veterans get 

mortgages, led developers to 
build cheaper, mass produced 

homes. 

 
Home ownership increased and 

suburbanization develops! 

The demand for consumer goods 

reached all-time highs.  

 

American businesses were 
manufacturing new types of 

products and services.  

 
America dominated world trade! 

Great emphasis on conforming to  

―traditional America lifestyle‖ 

 

Unusual ideas were regarded 
with suspicious. 

 

Fear of Communism 
strengthened the dislike of non-

conformist attitudes.  
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B.) The Kennedy Presidency 1960-1963 

 1960 – John F. Kennedy was elected as the youngest 

President in US history.  

 New Frontier – Kennedy’s domestic policy that 

focused on a tax cut to stimulate the economy, the 

creation of Medicare, civil rights legislation and 

increased aid to education.  

 Kennedy faced two major foreign policy crises.   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bay of Pigs Invasion Cuban Missile Crisis 

In 1961, Cuban exiles, trained in 
the US invaded Cuba at the Bay 

of Pigs. 

 
Kennedy fearing Soviet 

involvement did not provide any 

air or ground support.  
 

Castro easily defeated exile 

forces.  

 
Major foreign policy failure for 

the Kennedy administration.  

In 1962, the US discovered that 
Cuba was secretly trying to 

build bases for Soviet nuclear 

missiles. 
 

Kennedy imposed a naval 

blockade of Cuba & threatened 
to invade. 

 

Soviet and American forces 

were on verge of war… 
 

Khrushchev agreed to withdraw 

missiles for a pledge that US 
wouldn’t invade Cuba.  
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C.) The Johnson Presidency 1963-1968 

 The assassination of President John F. Kennedy on 

November 22 1963 led to Vice President Lyndon Johnson 

becoming the 36
th
 President. 

 As President, Johnson proposed to Congress the most far-

ranging social legislation since the New Deal. 

 Great Society – was the title given to Johnson’s domestic 

policy which focused on opening opportunities for all 

citizens and improving the quality of American life.  
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Chapter 21 – The Sixties: A Decade of Change 

A.) The Youth Culture 

 In the 60s & 70s many young people adopted a spirit of 

rebelliousness against the conformity of the 1950s.  

 They challenged many of the traditional and conservative ideas 

held by previous generation. 

 Openly experimented with drugs and sex and adopted new 

fashions to set them apart from traditional styles.  

 Many of these youths would join the anti-war movement and 

protest the growing conflict in Vietnam.  

 Protests throughout the 60s and 70s were a common occurrence.  

 

B.) Women’s Liberation/Feminist Movement 

 In the 1960s, the Feminist Movement was formed with the goal of 

securing economic and social equality for women.  

 Many women opposed the traditional/conservative roles that 

society had placed on them and demanded the same opportunities 

as men.  

 Betty Freidan in her book, The Feminine Mystique revealed the 

frustration that many women felt at being restricted to 

homemaking and motherhood.  

 The Feminist Movement pushed for sex education courses and for 

women to take control of their reproduction with birth control. 

C.) Accomplishments of the Feminist Movement 

 Many colleges became co-educational and hired women 

professors 

 1963 – Congress passed the ―Equal Pay‖ Act requiring companies 

to pay women the same as men for the same work.  

 Opposed sexist language & replace with gender neutral ones.  

 Lobbied Congress for more funds to research women’s diseases 

such as breast cancer.  

 

 

 

 

 

Following is an excerpt from 

"The Feminine Mystique," by 

Betty Friedan. 

The problem lay buried, 

unspoken, for many years in the 

minds of American women. It 

was a strange stirring, a sense of 

dissatisfaction, a yearning that 

women suffered in the middle of 

the twentieth century in the 

United States. Each suburban 

wife struggled with it alone. As 

she made the beds, shopped for 

groceries, matched slipcover 

material, ate peanut butter 

sandwiches with her children, 

chauffeured Cub Scouts and 

Brownies, lay beside her husband 

at night — she was afraid to ask 

even of herself the silent question 

— "Is this all?" 
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D.) The Abortion Issue 

 Many states had laws banning abortion during the 1950-early 70s. 

 Feminists believed that women should have the right to choose whether or not to have a child.  

 Pro-Choice rights became a rallying cry for the Feminist Movement. 

 1973 – The Supreme Court ruled in the landmark case Roe v. Wade that women’s constitutional 

right to privacy guaranteed the right to an abortion in an early pregnancy.  
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E.) Black Power Movement 

 Not all African-American supported Martin Luther King, Jar and his civil disobedience policies 

to achieve civil rights.  

 Some began to demand an end to the racism and segregation, which still existed throughout the 

country, using more radical and militant tactics.  

 Black Power & Black Pride became the rallying call for many 

young African-Americans 

 Black Panther Party for Self Defense – was a left-wing socialist 

organization that advocated for Black Nationalism and an end to 

discrimination and racist government policies.  

F.) Nation of Islam & Malcolm X 

 Nation of Islam – founded in 1930, is a black supremacist and anti-

Semite organization that took an aggressive stand during the Civil 

Rights Era.  

 Malcolm X – the spokesman for the Nation of Islam, argued for 

meeting violence with violence. Supporting black run businesses and 

organizations. He urged blacks to form and control their own 

communities.  

 Malcolm X after taking a religious pilgrimage to Mecca had a 

change of heart and broke from the Nation of Islam and its radical 

teachings.  

 1965 – Malcolm X was assassinated by agents of the Nation of 

Islam.  
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G.) Cesar Chavez & the Chicano Movement 

 Beginning in 1965 Latino-Americans began their struggle for 

equality. 

 Cesar Chavez led an organized strike of agricultural workers to 

demand better pay, living conditions and an end to the racist 

policies against them.  

 Encouraged the use of civil disobedience in their protests.  

 After years of protest and struggle his union known as the United 

Farm Workers achieved many of the goals they fought for.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cesar_chavez_crop2.jpg
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H.) The Red Power Movement 

 1968 - American Indian Movement was founded in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota to address the problems that 

Indians were facing in the city. 

 1970 – The movement and spread throughout America and 

Indians from different tribes came together to fight for 

Indian rights. Seized control of the island of Alcatraz to 

protest government treatment of Indians.  

 1971 – AIM marched onto Washington D.C. to protest the 

years of broken treaties and promises made to tribes.  

 1973 – AIM members occupied the town of Wounded 

Knee in protest of the continuing government policies and 

actions.  

 After the occupation of Wounded Knee, AIM became 

virtually powerless as it was caught up in numerous legal battles as a result of their actions.   
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I.) Chief Justice Earl Warren 

 Was the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1953-1969 

 Under his leadership, the Supreme Court became a major 

instrument of social change by protecting individual right, minority 

groups and those accused of crimes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

J.) The Cases 

Mapp v. Ohio  1961 – The Supreme Court ruled that evidence obtained by the 
police through an illegal search could not be used in court 

Baker v. Carr 1962 – Under legislative districting in some states, rural areas were 

over represented and cities were under represented. The Court ruled 

that these legislative districts must be reapportioned based on the 
basis of ―one man, one vote‖ 

Gideon v. Wainwright 1963 – The Court ruled that states must provide a free lawyer to any 

criminal defendant facing imprisonment who could not afford one.  

Miranda v. Arizona 1966 – A man confessed to a rape without being informed that he 
could have a lawyer present. The Court overturned his conviction, 

ruling that the police must inform suspects of their ―Miranda‖ 

rights. 
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Chapter 22 – The Vietnam War 

A.) Origin of the War 

 The decade of change (60s) ended with Americans 

deeply divided over the Vietnam War. 

 Vietnam was once a French colony in Indochina 

 1954, the Vietnamese defeated the French 

 At the Geneva Conference that followed, Vietnam was 

divided into 2, and was to be reunified after elections in 

1956.  

 South Vietnamese leaders later refused to hold 

elections, fearing Communists would win control.  

 South Vietnamese Communists (Vietcong), with North 

Vietnamese support, began a guerilla war against the 

government of South Vietnam. 

 

 

 

B.) The War Under President Kennedy, 1960 -1963 

 Kennedy, responding to requests from the South Vietnamese government for help, sent aid and 

16,000 military advisers to train the Vietnamese army to fight the Vietcong. 

 U..S. leaders believed in the domino theory: they thought if South Vietnam fell to Communism, 

so would the rest of Southeast Asia and the rest of Asia.  
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C.) The War Under President Johnson 1963 – 1968 

 1964 – Johnson announced that the North Vietnamese had attacked U.S. ships in the Gulf of 

Tonkin 

 Congress gave the President power to stop this aggression using the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, 

to escalate the war, ordering massive bombing raids of North Vietnam. 

 He also sent more combat troops to South Vietnam 

 Despite the large America force, the Vietcong launched the Tet Offensive in South Vietnam in 

1968, seizing many cities.  

 This convinced Americans that the war in Vietnam was unwinnable.  

 The war grew increasingly, unpopular and protests and demonstrations occurred across the U.S. 

 The unpopularity of the war, led President Johnson to not seek another term as President.  
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D.) The War Under Nixon 1969-1973 

 Under Nixon, the war dragged on for another 5 years.  

 Under his Vietnamization policy, the South Vietnamese army gradually took over the brunt of 

fighting allowing U.S. forces o gradually withdraw.  

 1973, Nixon’s negotiations in Paris worked out a cease-fire agreement with the North 

Vietnamese. 

 After the US withdrew, fighting continued and the South Vietnamese fell to the Communists. 

 By 1975 Vietnam was reunified under Communist rule. 

 War Powers Act – was passed in 1973 in response to the Vietnam War and how the President 

was able to involve the US in it without a declaration of war. The act limited the President’s 

power to involve the US in armed conflict without a formal declaration of war.  
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Chapter 23 – The Presidency in Crisis 

A.) The Nixon Presidency 1969-1974 

 Nixon believed that the federal social programs were 

often inefficient and that most social problems should be 

handled at the local level instead of the federal.  

 New Federalism – Nixon’s domestic policy that focused 

on giving state and local governments the authority to 

handle social issues. States were given grants and 

decided how to handle the issue themselves.  

 Nixon cut spending on social programs and imposed wage and price controls to try and combat 

the rising inflation that occurred in the 70s 

B.) Nixon’s Foreign Policy  

 Nixon believed the President’s major role was to direct 

the country’s foreign policy. 

 Nixon’s policy of Vietnamization shifted the fighting 

from American troops to the South Vietnamese. 

 1973 Nixon agreed to the Paris Peace Accords, and US 

troops were withdrawn from Vietnam 

 President Nixon recognized and established diplomatic 

connections with Communist China. He was the 1
st
 

President to visit the Communist nation.  

 Détente – a relaxing of tension between the US & 

Soviet Union 

 SALT I Accord – Nixon visited Moscow and signed an 

agreement with the Soviets to limit the development of 

certain types of missile systems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



49 
 

C.) The Watergate Scandal 

 1972 – a group of former CIA agents, working for Nixon’s reelection team, were caught breaking 

into Democratic Party headquarters at the Watergate complex in D.C. 

 Nixon tried to cover it up on the grounds of national security 

 In Senate hearings, it was revealed that Nixon secretly recorded all White House conversations. 

 When the Senate Committee asked to hear the tapes, Nixon refused citing executive privilege. 

 Supreme Court ruled that Nixon must turn over the tapes, reaffirming that no one is above the 

law. 

 The tapes proved Nixon was involved in the Watergate break-in all along.  

 1973 – Spiro Agnew resigned as Vice President when it discovered he had taken bribes while 

serving as Governor of Maryland 

 Under 25
th
 Amendment, Nixon chose Gerald Ford to replace Spiro Agnew while the whole 

Watergate Scandal was still playing out.  

 Nixon, fearing he would be impeached, became the 1
st
 person to ever resign as President.  

 Gerald Ford became the new President of the U.S.  
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D.) The Ford Presidency 1974-1977 

 Gerald Ford, an unelected Vice President, became 

the President once Nixon resigned 

 One of Ford’s first acts was to pardon Nixon for any 

crimes he had committed 

 This caused severe public criticism 

 As President, Ford’s main worries were over the 

economy as America was struggling in the middle of 

a recession. 

 The problem was caused by the reduction in 

government spending after the Vietnam War and the OPEC Oil embargo.  

 Continued the policy of détente by signing the Helsinki Accords with the Soviet Union. 
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E.) The Carter Presidency 

 Democrat Jimmy Carter was elected as an ―outsider‖ who promised to clean up Washington.  

 Like Ford, Carter’s chief problems were economic.  

 The oil embargo was still having a negative impact upon the US economy and inflation and 

unemployment were huge issues.  

 1977 – Panama Canal Treaty – Carter signed a treaty returning the Panama Canal to Panama in 

1999 

 1977 – The Camp David Accords – Carter invited Egyptian President Sadat & Israeli Prime 

Minister Begin to Camp David, where an agreement was reached helping to bring peace between 

these Middle Eastern neighbors.  

 1978-1979 – The Iranian Hostage Crisis – The Shah of Iran, an ally of the US was overthrown by 

a radical religious revolution led by Ayatollah Khomeini. His government resented American for 

supporting the Shah and backing Israel. In retaliation, Iranian forces held Americans hostage for 

444 days! Negotiations finally led to their released, but only on the day that Carter left office.  
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Chapter 24 – The New Conservatism 

A.) The Reagan Presidency, 1981-1989 

 Carter was defeated by Ronald Regan in the 1980 Presidential 

Election. 

 Regan believed strongly that individuals and businesses were 

better able to solve economic problems that the government was.  

 Regan supported the policy of  New Federalism first begun under Nixon 

B.) Reagan’s Domestic Policy 

 Reagan was a staunch supporter of supply-side economics also called ―Reaganomics‖ 

 Cut taxes on businesses and wealthy believing they would use that money to reinvest in the 

economy and promote growth that would trickle down to the economic classes.  

 He also eliminated regulations in many industries. 

 Increased military spending which he financed through borrowing from foreign nations and 

cutting funding to  
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C.) Foreign Policy  

 Reagan believed that the US should continue to act as the world’s defender of freedom and 

democracy. 

 Reagan Doctrine - Instead of tolerating Communist regimes as America had done under the 

détente policy, President Reagan made it his mission to destroy Communism and prevent it from 

gaining any ground in the Western Hemisphere either by using American forces or supporting 

anti-communist freedom fighters aka Contras 

 America intervened in Latin America constantly during the Reagan administration in order to 

combat the perceived communist threat.  

 Iran-Contra Affair – Congress outlawed the support of the Contras, yet the Reagan 

administration secretly sold weapons to Iran and used that money to finance the Contras in 

Nicaragua. An investigation ended with the President being cleared, but some of his men went to 

prison.  Many Americans saw this as just more government corruption, just like the Watergate 

Scandal with President Nixon.  
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D.) The End of the Cold War Draws Near 

 The massive military spending that Reagan undertook which 

helped to stimulate the economy, was not able to be duplicated in 

the Soviet Union. 

 When Mikhail Gorbachev became the new Premier of the Soviet 

Union, he implemented a series of reforms to try and fix the Soviet 

economy which had been struggling due to a prolonged war with 

Afghanistan.  

 Reagan and Gorbachev met numerous times, each time President 

Reagan encouraging him to push for change in his nation and to 

―tear down this wall‖ referring to the Berlin Wall. 
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E.) The George H.W. Bush Presidency  

 Reagan’s V.P, George H.W. Bush won the 1988 election 

continuing the policies began under President Reagan but 

with more of an emphasis on improving education and 

continuing the ―War on Drugs‖ 

F.) Domestic Policy 

 Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) – signed into law by President Bush, prohibits 

discrimination against people with disabilities in the areas of employment and public 

accommodations. 

 President Bush’s greatest domestic challenge was to reduce the growing budget deficit that began 

under Reagan and his supply side economic policies.  

 1990 – US fell into an economic recession and President Bush was blamed for it.  

G.) Foreign Policy  

 Bush proved more successful in his foreign policy initiatives.  

 Continued on the policy of intervening in Latin American nations in order to combat perceived 

threats to the United States.  Panama 1989, US sent forces and took down drug lord Manuel 

Noriega. 

 

 

 

 

Gulf War I (1990-1991) 

Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait, 

seizing its vast oil wealth and extending Iraq’s 

borders to the Persian Gulf. 
 

US led an invasion to liberate their ally and quickly 

over ran the Iraqi forces.  
 

February 1991 – Cease-fire declared by President 

Bush.  

 
American influence in the region increased as a 

result of its success in the Gulf War.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



56 
 

Chapter 25 – The End of the 20
th

 Century  

A.) The Clinton Presidency  

 In the 1991 Election, Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton won the 

Presidency against incumbent George H.W.Bush.  

 Signaled a change in American attitude towards the conservative 

policies begun under Ronald Reagan. 

B.) Domestic Policy 

 He won the presidency, partly on campaigning to reform the healthcare system, but was never 

able to get Congress to pass any legislation.  

 His economic policies along with a technology boom allowed the U.S economy to recover from 

the recession that began under former President Bush and experience the largest peace time 

economic growth in American history. 

 Implemented the ―Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell‖ policy in the US military. 

 He successfully passed welfare reform and the State Children's Health Insurance Program, 

providing health coverage for millions of children 

C.) Scandal and Impeachment 

 Clinton became involved in a scandal when an independent prosecutor learned of an affair the 

President was having with a White House intern.  

 After finding Clinton had lied about the relationship under oath, the prosecutor recommended 

impeachment.  

 The House of Representatives voted along party lines to impeach the President, but the Senate 

vote fell short of the 2/3s required to convict him.  
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D.) Foreign Policy  

 Clinton pushed the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) through Congress. 

 It created a trade association between the US, Canada & Mexico showing that the economies of 

these nations had become more interdependent.  

 When Serbian Nationalists persecuted Muslims in Kosovo, Clinton spearheaded the use of NATO 

forces to bomb Serbia, and ended the bloodshed.  

 Clinton was a tireless negotiator in the peace talks between the Israelis and the Palestinians.  

 He threatened to use economic sanctions on China to force them to improve their human rights 

but with little success.  

 U.S. intervenes in Somalian civil war to try to provide food and aid to the needy and got caught in 

the fight.  
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Chapter 26 – A Brand New World  

A.) The 2000 Election  

 George W. Bush, son of former President George H.W. 

Bush, was elected in 2000 in the closest Presidential election 

in U.S. history. 

 Bush’s opponent, Al Gore won the popular vote. 

 However, in some states the margin was so narrow that the winner of the Electoral College was 

unclear. 

 Gore challenged the Florida vote count, but the Supreme Court stopped a recount, making Bush 

the winner!   

 

B.) Bush’s Domestic Policy  

 Returned to Reaganomics and pushed through tax cuts to the wealthy.  

 Introduced the No Child Left Behind Act – which forces states to mandate students to take 

standardized tests in English and mathematics.  

 Huge increase in federal deficit spending began as a result of the ―War on Terror‖ 

 

C.) September 11, 2001  

 Al-Qaeda, led by global terrorist Osama bin Laden launched an attack upon the United States. 

 Using hijacked airliners, al-Qaeda crashed them into the Pentagon and the World Trade Center. 

 Bush immediately declared a ―War on Terrorism‖ 

 Department of Homeland Security was created. 

 U.S. Patriot Act Passed -  
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D.) The War in Afghanistan 

 Al-Qaeda was based in Afghanistan under the protection of the 

radical Taliban government. 

 The U.S. invaded Afghanistan after the Taliban refused to turn 

over Osama bin Laden and removed them from power, 

destroying terrorist bases in the process.  

 Taliban went into hiding in the Southern border regions and 

have continued to cause chaos inside of Afghanistan even with 

US presence there.  

 

E.) The War in Iraq 

 President Bush presented a case to the US & the world that Saddam Hussein was an ally of Al-

Qaeda, had illegal weapons of mass destruction and needed to be eliminated.  

 Saddam denied the accusations and refused to step down from power.  

 March 2003, the United States launched an invasion of Iraq; by December Saddam Hussein was 

under arrest. 

 With Saddam gone, Iraq broke out into civil war with the U.S. ill prepared to handle this new 

unforeseen conflict.   
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Chapter 26 – A New Leadership 

A.) Obama Presidency 

 Barrack Obama became the 44
th
 President after defeating Sen. 

John McCain (R-Ar) 

 Became the 1
st
 African-American to become President of the 

United States 

 Re-elected President in the 2012 Election.  

B.) Domestic Policy 

 Using tax-payer funds bailed out the banking and automobile industries to prevent them from 

going bankrupt 

 Increased funding to government safety- net programs to help Americans suffering during the 

recession.  

 Billions of dollars in government deficit spending used to try and stimulate the economy and pull 

out of the recession.  

C.) Foreign Policy  

 Pledged to create a new beginning with Muslim nations to foster closer ties.  

 Was able to end the Iraqi civil-war and allow U.S. troops to almost completely withdraw. 

 Increased U.S. presence in Afghanistan to combat the continuing Taliban threat.  

 Ordered the raid that found and executed Osama bin Laden, the mastermind behind al-Qaeda 

 Obamacare – was able to push through Congress,  comprehensive healthcare reform legislation 

 Supports legislation that would  

 e mastermind behind the 9/11 attacks.  

 Growing nuclear threats from North Korea and Iran have also led economic sanctions against the 

nations.  
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